
More funding for art projects
Record funding for one-off arts projects as part of the 2016 ACT Arts 
Fund has been announced by ACT Minister for the Arts, Joy Burch. 

In 2016, 53 artists, arts groups and community organisations across all 
art forms will share in close to $730,000 in funding, increasing from the 
$720,000 shared by 49 applicants in 2015, and funding shared by only 42 
applicants in 2014. 

“I am always excited to see which creative, innovative and exciting 
projects we will see funded each year,” Ms Burch said. “The projects to 
be delivered next year represent a broad cross section of art forms  
and activities.” 

A full list of 2016 recipients is available from arts.act.gov.au 

Vale Robert Whan

Federal Member for Eden-Monaro from 1972-1975, Robert ‘Bob’ 
Whan, passed away on Sunday 4 October at the age of 82. 

Mr Whan won the seat and formed part of Gough Whitlam’s 
government in 1972 and was re-elected in 1974, however he lost the 
seat in the landslide election of 1975. The bellwether seat has remained 
with the government of the day since his election in 1972.

Outside of politics, Mr Whan founded the Canberra organisation 
Jobless Action, was executive director of the Australian Council for 
Overseas Aid, and head of the NSW Milk Board.
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Canberra filmmaker’s  
quest to carry Everest

ocal filmmaker, Hallam Drury, 
wants to tell the story of the 

Kulung people of Eastern 
Nepal. Next year, he will embark 
on the journey of a lifetime; 
working with a joint Australian/
Kulung film crew on the slopes of 
the Himalayas to share the stories 

of Nepal’s most marginalised 
communities. 

Precariously perched on the 
mountainsides of the Hongu Valley 
stand four little villages in an area 
known as Mahakulung; home to 
the Kulung people. Twice a year, 
approximately 8,000 Kulung travel 

to the Everest trail, seeking work 
as porters, cooks, store hands and 
housekeepers. These overworked 
and underappreciated workers 
are the main pillar of the Everest 
tourism industry.

Drury visited Nepal in 2013 and 
met Kulung local Dilip Kulung, a 
human rights practitioner who 
previously worked for five years 
as a porter on the Everest trails. It 
was through him that the idea for 
the documentary, Carrying Everest, 
began to grow. 

On a 30-day trek, Drury and 
his crew will travel about 200km 
on foot throughout Mahakulung 
and the wider Solukhumbu region, 
finishing with a climb to Everest 
Base Camp.

“The majority of the workers 
labour at the base camps, but 
there are some guides who summit 
Everest,” Drury says, adding that 
despite being a marginalised 
community, these were some of the 
bravest people he’d ever met. 

With the help of a crowdfunding 
campaign (chuffed.org/project/
carrying-everest) Drury says he 
and his crew will be staying in local 
teahouses, hiring local porters and 
guides at fair wages and purchasing 
meals and supplies in local villages. 

“In turn, this will provide 
an income and much-needed 
investment for these communities,” 
he says. “The donations we receive 
will go straight into the pockets of 
the local communities we visit. As 
the region does not sit along the 
main tourist trail, the benefits will 
be real for these people.”

Drury is quick to add that 
each crew member is paying his 
or her own way, and the money 
raised would go straight to the 
communities in Mahakulung. 

“This is a huge task, physically 
and emotionally,” Drury says. “And 
Carrying Everest will be formed by 
the experience. This is the Kulung 
people’s story, told by them.” 

- Laura White

A Kulung porter on 
the Everest trail. 
Photo Heema Rai. 

RSPCA ACT ADOPTION DRIVE

Saturday 17 October | 9:00am to 4:00pm
12 Kirkpatrick Street WESTON ACT 2611
rspca-act.org.au | 02 6287 8100 RSPCA ACT is proudly supported by

Receive a free  
starter pack with  
every adoption to  
help you with your  

new best friend!

Come along and meet a range of rescue 
groups and check out the competition as 
we hold Canberra’s Next Top Pet finals!
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